
The Framework Zones map was developed from thorough research and analysis of the 
city’s physical and market conditions. The composite mapping is framed around degrees 
of existing and anticipated vacancy throughout the city. The Detroit Works Project 
Short-Term Actions used similar criteria in the development of their citywide mapping.
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a city OF MULTIPLE EMPLOYMENT 
DISTRICTS1

a city CONNECTING PEOPLE TO 
OPPORTUNITy2
A Green City where 
landscapes contribute to 
health3

A City of Distinct, Attractive 
Neighborhoods4

SUPPORT A NETWORK OF NEW AND EXISTING NEIGHBORHOOD TYPESB 1 Establish land use typologies as the vision for the future city.

2 Reorganize land use around neighborhoods, industry, and landscape.

INTRODUCE NEW FORMS OF DEVELOPMENTC 1 Align framework zones and future land use typologies to determine appropriate locations and types of 
development across the city.

2 Introduce new and innovative landscape-based development types.

3 Introduce form-based development criteria.

REDEFINE CORRIDORS AND COMPLETE STREETSE 1 Develop tiered transit network that ties into regional system.

2 Incorporate multi-modal transit design into all street improvements.

3 Focus commercial development in walkable nodes or auto-oriented strips based on physical/market 
conditions and future land use vision.

4 Introduce blue and green infrastructure as integral to corridor development.

5 Implement blue infrastructure along arterial and other roads. 

ENACT INNOVATIVE REGULATORY REFORMF 1 Phase land use vision over 3 horizons (stabilize/improve, sustain, transform).

2 Revise/amend City Master Plan of Policies and Zoning Ordinance.

3 Update public, private, and philanthropic policy guiding documents.

CREATE A CITYWIDE FRAMEWORK FOR GROWTH AND INVESTMENT A 1 Establish framework zones and future land use maps as the basis for public, private and philanthropic 
investment.

2 Base land use decisions on the fundamental physical and market conditions of the city: low-vacancy, 
moderate-vacancy, high-vacancy and Greater Downtown areas.

3 Update framework zones map on a 5 year basis to reflect changes to physical and market conditions.

CREATe a new and diverse open space system for the cityD 1 Implement blue and green infrastructure.

2 Encourage reuse of vacant land with productive landscapes.

3 Diversify park networks. 

4 Encourage partnerships between universities and firms in productive landscapes to conduct research and 
provide job training opportunities.

TRANSFORMATIVE IDEAS IMPLEMENTATION strategies and actions

We must use innovative 
approaches to transform 
our vacant land in 
ways that increase 
its value and 
productivity and 
promote long term 
sustainability. 

We must use our open space 
to improve the health 
of all Detroit residents. 

the land use element

detroit



 

future



 city


 

 |
  D

EC
EM

BE
R 

20
12

22

greater 
downtown 

by land 
area

low-vacancy 1 low-vacancy 2 high-vacancy industrial land 
use strength

industrial land 
use change

moderate-vacancy 1 moderate-vacancy 2
5% 8% 18% 17%17%16% 11% 2%




