
t h i s  w a y  i n .



DEGC helps open Detroit’s doors. We make business success possible for companies 

who know exactly what they’re doing, but need help deciding where to do it and how to get 

there. We know Detroit well, we know the city’s government, and we’re aware of the countless 

opportunities the city has to offer. We’ve been designed to share all that business knowledge 

with companies and organizations like yours, and to maximize its value right here in Detroit. 

With DEGC, this is the way in.

Detroit doors on the cover (clockwise from top left): Fire Station No. 2; MGM Grand Detroit; Gem Theatre; 

The Park Shelton; Shed 2 at Easter Market; GM Renaissance Center; Casa De La Habana; 777 Woodward Ave.

We’re all business.
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We help put all the pieces together. At no charge. Where? When? How? Why? DEGC 

has helped answer many questions for countless businesses as they considered their next 

big business move. We typically add an important element of speed to the process, which 

is always valuable to business leaders used to making decisions quickly. Our vantage point 

from inside Detroit has proven invaluable time and time again in helping companies and 

organizations find office space, land, or the financing to make your project a reality. And we 

do it all at no cost to you.

Above (clockwise from left): Westin Book Cadillac; Guardian Building lobby; Detroit RiverWalk
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We do it all to get it done. Business decisions are about much more than business.

Companies looking for their next location have much to consider in order to make the 

experience for their employees all it can be. School systems, personal safety, entertainment, 

culture, dining, traffic patterns…it all has a bearing on a decision this big. The DEGC 

team consists of long-time members of the Detroit community who can inform you about 

many important things besides business. We can provide invaluable insight into the deeply 

personal issues that make working in Detroit a full, rich experience around the clock, 

every day of the week, for your employees and their families.

No two companies are the same. Yet all are equally determined to succeed. So are we. But we 

know there are nuances to every one of our projects that demand case-by-case information, 

case-by-case processes, case-by-case approaches to make them work. DEGC’s success is in 

the subtleties. Our ability to make slight adjustments to help you succeed is crucial. Our skill 

set is deep and wide, and our experience in Detroit is vast. We’re a determined, results-driven 

organization every bit as determined and persistent as you are.

Above: Good Girls Go To Paris Crepes

Opposite: Michael Symon’s Roast Detroit
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Clockwise from top left: Sixth Street Lofts; Asterand, Inc.; Detroit RiverWalk; Comerica Park; 

Detroit Chassis LLC; Wayne State University’s Marvin Danto Engineering Development Center
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Above: W Industries  

Opposite: Michael J. Guthrie, co-chairman and president, Detroit Chassis LLC 

This is what DEGC does on a daily basis:

We work for businesses, with results being our only barometer of success.

We locate a number of potential development sites.

We negotiate development agreements.

We identify incentives, including tax abatements and credits. 

We create peer groups of businesses considering a move into Detroit. 

We connect businesses to the resources they need to succeed. 

We manage construction projects.

We eliminate obstacles.

We navigate city government, and its processes and infrastructure.

We provide financial support directly in the form of low-cost loans.
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We manage our own development projects. DEGC is proud to manage a number 

of development and infrastructure projects directly. Many of these projects have helped 

revitalize entire segments of the city. They’ve provided beautification where it was needed 

and established state-of-the-art commercial properties on previously abandoned or 

deteriorating sites. Whenever and wherever we can, we’re proud to contribute to the overall 

improvement of Detroit.

And, some of our other work tools.

Brownfield Redevelopment: Valuable incentives are used to promote the revitalization of

contaminated, blighted and obsolete properties in Detroit. The incentives include Michigan 

Business Tax (MBT) credit on eligible investments and Tax Increment Financing (TIF) reim-

bursement for eligible activities such as remediation and public infrastructure improvements.

Empowerment Zone: 18.35 square miles in which qualified businesses may receive employer 

wage credits, higher deductions for depreciable property and tax-exempt bond financing.

Financing Companies: may qualify for various loan programs available to businesses or

developments in the city.  

Renaissance Zones: Hundreds of acres in multiple zones within the city, where qualified

businesses pay neither state or local taxes for a pre-determined time frame.

Renewal Community: This federal incentive program provides revitalization deductions,

employee tax credits, zero-capital gains taxes and accelerated depreciation for commercial 

businesses that construct or rehabilitate buildings and hire local residents.

Tax Abatements: Companies may qualify for a variety of state and local tax abatements for 

new investment or job creation in the city.

Workforce Development: Workforce training can be offered to new and existing businesses 

in the city.  

Rosa Parks Transit Center
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DEGC: We are the way in. DEGC was founded in 1978. We’re a private, non-profit

organization. We’re not part of the city of Detroit’s government, but rather a long-time partner. 

We love Detroit, and are dedicated to strengthening Detroit from the inside out. For complete 

DEGC info, visit www.DEGC.org
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We’re all business.
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Detroit Economic Growth Corporation  I  500 Griswold St., Ste. 2200  I  Detroit, MI 48226  I  (313) 963-2940  I  degc.org




