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WE’RE ALL BUSINESS
The First Stop for Opportunities 
in the City Of Detroit
DEGC helps open Detroit’s doors and cut any red tape 
that might stand between business owners and their 
success. We help companies who know exactly what 
they’re doing, but need help deciding where to do it 
and how to get there. We know Detroit well, we know 
the city’s government, and we’re aware of the countless 
opportunities the city has to offer. We share all that 
business knowledge with companies and organizations 
like yours, and to maximize their value right here in 
Detroit.

With DEGC, this is the way in.

We help put all the pieces together. At no charge. 
Where? When? How? Why? DEGC has helped answer 
many questions for countless businesses as they 
considered their next big business move. We typically 
add an important element of speed to the process, which 
is always valuable to business leaders used to making 
decisions quickly. Our vantage point from inside Detroit 
has proven invaluable time and time again in helping 
companies and organizations find office space, land, or 
the financing to make your project a reality. And we do it 
all at no cost to you.

Contact Us
Detroit Economic Growth 
Corporation

500 Griswold St.

Guardian Building,  
Suite 2200

Detroit, MI 48226-3480

Phone: (313) 963-2940

Fax: (313) 963-8839

Email: contact@degc.org 

www.degc.org

Facebook/Twitter/YouTube: 
@degcallbusiness

A Collaboration For Development
DEGC provides staff services to these public 
development authorities for the City of Detroit:

❚  Downtown Development Authority (DDA) – which 
supports private investment and business growth within 
the central business district using a combination of 
property taxes, grants, and other funds. 

❚  Detroit Brownfield Redevelopment Authority (DBRA) 
– which supports the redevelopment of blighted, 
obsolete or contaminated properties through state 
and local property tax reimbursements and tax credits 
that can be used for specific cleanup and development 
efforts.

❚  Economic Development Corporation (EDC) – which 
supports private investment and business growth within 
the neighborhoods throughout the city of Detroit using 
a combination of taxes, grants, and other funds.

❚  Neighborhood Development Corporation (NDC) 
– a subsidiary of the EDC, which supports private 
investment and development within the NDC project 
area commonly referred to as Jefferson Village.

❚  Local Development Finance Authority (LDFA) – 
which provides financial incentives to industrial and 
technological development projects via tax increment 
financing. 

❚  Tax Increment Finance Authority (TIFA) – which provides 
financial incentives to industrial and commercial 
development projects via tax increment financing.   

❚  Eight Mile/Woodward Corridor Improvement Authority 
(EMWCIA) – which provides financial incentives in an 
area around the intersection of Eight Mile Rd. and 
Woodward Ave.
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No Better Time to Invest in Detroit
One billion dollars. Make no mistake — the pace of investment in Detroit has accelerated. 
The municipal bankruptcy turned a lot of attention to our city, and what much of the world 
discovered here is something we’ve known for some time — that this is a great time to invest 
in Detroit. Yes, the municipal government of the City of Detroit has serious legacy fiscal issues 
which are being addressed through the federal court. However, the truth is that the resurgence of Detroit’s 
economy does not depend on Detroit’s government alone. It includes government as a partner, but is also driven 
by strong participation of private companies, anchor institutions, philanthropic foundations, community-based 
organizations, other nonprofits, and — Detroit Economic Growth Corporation.

The collaboration has been powerful and effective. In these pages you will see that a ribbon was cut for a 
650,000 sq. ft. shopping center on Detroit’s northern boundary, anchored by a Meijer superstore; Whole Foods 
Market opened its first Detroit store; and plans are progressing for a $650 million transformation of Downtown’s 
entertainment district centered around a $450 million state-of-the-art events center funded by a mix of private 
and public sources, surrounded by $200 million of private investment that will redevelop a 45-block area north 
and west of Comerica Park and Ford Field.

Those “home run” developments should not obscure the important investments made by manufacturers, the 
food industry, creative companies and neighborhood retail stores, also spelled out in this progress report. 
Our project management team also has made great progress on important infrastructure projects that attract 
and support private investments and enhance the quality of life in Detroit. It is also a significant partner to the 
implementation team of Detroit Future City, the long-term framework for revitalizing and transforming the city 
with innovative projects and collaborative efforts.

So this may truly be the perfect time to invest in Detroit — because the upside for a return on an investment is 
huge, and the indicators for success are positive. That goes for private companies we are helping to open or 
expand their businesses here, foundations we work with to use economic development to improve individual 
lives, and government partners that see the value of strong American cities. As always, we want to thank all of 
those with whom we have worked in government, the private sector, and our nonprofit community. I also want to 
acknowledge all the companies and foundations that contributed to this effort — many of which are listed in this 
report as DEGC donors, too. 

George W. Jackson, Jr.
President and CEO
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“I think the gratifying thing 
is seeing the increase in 
major bookings resulting 
from the transformation of 
Cobo. The Atrium, ballroom 
and new meeting space are 
key milestones in Cobo's 
renovation.”

Thom Connors
Regional Vice President of SMG 

and General Manager at the  
Cobo Center

DEVELOPMENT NEWS

Cobo Center
The $279 million renovation of Cobo Center was 80 
percent complete at the end of 2013. Among the major 
facilities that opened were the 40,000 sq. ft. Grand 
Riverview Ballroom, the 30,000 sq. ft. Atrium overlooking 
the Detroit River, meeting rooms, a service kitchen and 
a food court. The new management, new look, and 
improved function of the Center is bringing significant 
new convention business to Detroit.

Gateway Marketplace
Located at 8 Mile and Woodward Ave. Gateway 
Marketplace opened in 2013 as the largest retail 
development in Detroit in 40 years. Anchored by a 
197,000 sq. ft. Meijer Superstore, the shopping center 
also features Marshalls, K&G Superstore, Petco, Payless 
Shoes, McDonald’s, PNC Bank, and SVS Optical.

DEGC facilitated the creation of the Eight Mile/Woodward 
Corridor Improvement Authority to offer development 
incentives for the project and surrounding area. It also 
facilitated a brownfield plan supporting the development. 

Whole Foods Market
More than 100 people were in line at Detroit’s first Whole 
Foods Market when the doors opened at 9 a.m. on  
June 5, 2013, and thousands more streamed through 
that first day. Since then the 21,500 sq. ft. store at the 
corner of John R and Mack has been a hit with shoppers 
and with the 160 people employed by the store — most 
of them Detroit residents. Support for the store was part 
of DEGC’s overall strategy for growing the local food 
economy, from growers to retailers.
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Thousands of shoppers enjoy opening day at the Whole Foods 
Market in Midtown.

Cobo Center's new Pre-function Area overlooking the Detroit River.



The renovated David Whitney 
Building will include an Aloft 
Hotel – part of a chain of 
boutique hotels catering 
to a modern urban crowd 
that enjoys socializing while 
staying in unique spaces in 
vibrant places.

“Due to the David Whitney's 
premium location in the 
heart of the entertainment 
district, the lifestyle nature 
of the Aloft hotel product, 
and the landmark status of 
the building itself, I believe 
the project is a one-of-a-
kind addition for Detroit and 
the Michigan hotel market 
overall. The market growth 
exhibited over the last five 
years and the feedback from 
the community continually 
reinforce our commitment 
to delivering this project in 
2014.”

Michael Damitio
Senior Vice President, Acquisitions & 

Development, Trans Inn Management
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The atrium of the David Whitney Building, expecting to re-open in 2014

Catalyst Development Project
The Detroit Downtown Development Authority 
approved an agreement with Olympia Development of 
Michigan (ODM) to develop a new $650 million sports 
and entertainment district covering about 45 blocks of 
Downtown. 

The new district will include a $450 million sports and 
entertainment arena funded by a combination of public 
and private sources. The multipurpose event center is 
anticipated to be a 650,000 sq. ft, facility with 18,000 
seats that can accommodate Red Wings hockey games, 
as well as other sports and entertainment events year-
round. An additional $200 million in private funds will 
redevelop the surrounding area with new residential, 
retail and office developments.

David Whitney Building
Construction officially began in March to renovate the 
iconic David Whitney Building on Woodward at Grand 
Circus Park. The nearly 100-year old structure features a 
19-story atrium, which will be surrounded by restaurants, 
retail stores, residences and an Aloft Hotel. DEGC 
facilitated a number of tax and other financial incentives 
to support the $82 million renovation.  

Meridian Health Plan
Meridian Health Plan took the first steps toward the 
redevelopment of the key Monroe Block by earning 
approval of a brownfield plan to build a 16-story 
headquarters building on the site. It is a prime location 
for a new building, directly across from Campus Martius 
Park in the heart of downtown. Plans for the $111 million 
project include 320,000 sq. ft. of office space and a 
1,000-car parking deck.

Rendering of the proposed new headquarters for Meridian Health 
Plan at the corner of Woodward Ave. and Cadillac Square



“The first four presses are 
up and running, the fully 
completed press line will 
launch in early March, the 
first wave of hiring (16 new 
employees) has begun 
and abundant business 
opportunities exist. It hasn't 
been painless, but the 
vision is rapidly becoming a 
reality!”

Richard Monkaba
President & General Manager

New Center Stamping

BUSINESS INITIATIVES FACILITATE 1,789 NEW JOBS, 
$208 MILLION OF NEW INVESTMENT
DEGC business development staff met with over 500 companies in 2013. The team is currently working with 61 
opportunities to bring additional jobs and investment to Detroit across a number of industry segments. These are 
examples of projects in each sector during 2013.

Automotive Manufacturing
General Motors Detroit Hamtramck Assembly 
Facility. DEGC helped facilitate a tax abatement to 
support the expansion of this assembly plant that 
builds Chevrolet Volt and Malibu cars. Expected 
investment: $102.5 million. Expected new temporary 
and permanent jobs: 375.

Sakthi Automotive Group USA, Inc. DEGC helped 
facilitate a local tax abatement and a Michigan 
Strategic Fund grant to support the company’s first 
investment in Detroit. Expected investment: $27.5 
million. Expected new jobs: 170.

Integrated Manufacturing Assembly (IMA). DEGC 
helped facilitate local tax abatements, a Michigan 
Strategic Fund grant and a state Community 
Ventures award for this automotive supplier of 
seat assemblies and systems. The company made 
three investments in Detroit facilities to launch a 
new product and expand its operation. Expected 
investment: $15.2 million. Expected new jobs: 765.
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Guests get a look at New Center Stamping's new press line.

New Center Stamping. DEGC facilitated a land sale and 
swap as well as a tax abatement for this automotive supplier. 
The company installed a new stamping line for service parts as 
it expanded and renovated its facility. Expected investment: 
$10.5 million. Expected new jobs: 70.

Total: Four projects representing a total expected 
investment of $155 million and the creation of 1,390  
new jobs. 



EKS Services, Inc. is an 
environmental consulting 
firm. They perform services 
such as air monitoring and 
asbestos investigation in 
addition to being Michigan-
certified asbestos training 
company.

“We work with a lot of 
DEGC buyers, but look 
forward to continuing to 
growing our network. It’s all 
word-of-mouth in this city, 
and the D2D program gets 
companies talking with one 
another and collaborating.”

Clarence Carpenter
Founder and CEO,

EKS Services, Inc.

Creative Corridor Incentive Fund 
(CCIF)
Established by a $2.5 million commitment from the New 
Economy Initiative for Southeast Michigan, the Creative 
Corridor Incentive Fund (CCIF) offers financial incentives 
to bring or expand creative sector businesses in greater 
Downtown Detroit. DEGC administers the fund on behalf 
of its associated non-profit, Detroit Economic Growth 
Association (DEGA).

Lowe Campbell Ewald. CCIF supported the relocation 
to Detroit of one of the nation’s largest public relations 
and marketing firms. Expected investment: $15 million. 
Expected new jobs: 550. Square footage: 122,000.

Rosetti. CCIF supported the relocation of this 
architectural design and planning firm from Southfield 
into the former Federal Reserve Building. Expected 
investment: $2.3 million. Expected new jobs: 63. Square 
footage: 16,993.

Claridge House. CCIF supported the revitalization 
of a dormant building Downtown for a mixed use 
development that included a collaborative workspace 
for creative companies. DEGC also facilitated local tax 
abatements to support the project. Expected investment: 
$1.5 million. Expected new jobs: 25. Square footage: 
66,000.

Grand Circus. CCIF supported the opening of this 
technology training center located in the Broderick 
Tower. Expected investment: $1.2 million. Expected jobs: 
6. Square footage: 13,200.

Detroit Labs. CCIF supported the expansion of this 
mobile app development firm into a vacant building 
Downtown. Expected investment: $1.1 million. Expected 
new jobs: 97. Square footage: 12,000.

Total: Eight projects representing a total expected 
investment of $21.3 million and the creation of 809 
new jobs.

D2D: Connecting Detroit 
Business by Business
In March of 2013, DEGC launched 
the D2D program in order to identify 
and strengthen business-to-business 
connections throughout the city. 
D2D is building a community of 
businesses that are supporting each other’s economic 
successes while increasing both jobs and investment in 
Detroit. Among D2D’s many accomplishments in 2013:

❚  Registered 987 companies in the D2D database:  
www.d2dbusinessdatabase.org

❚  Recruited and entered into agreements with 15 
institutions and companies, with an aggregate annual 
spend of $550 million, to participate in the D2D program

❚  Established the D2D Buyer Council Roundtable and 
conducted two quarterly meetings

❚  Identified a group of 139 suppliers that are currently 
used by three or more Buyers Council members 
respectively and developed a shared supplier list

❚  Partnered with Next Street LLC and Michigan Small 
Business Technology Development Center to conduct 
the first of a series of supplier capacity building 
programs, with 16 suppliers participating in a two-and-a-
half-day meeting 

❚  Launched the program website, www.d2dbusiness.org 
and created other program infrastructure, including a 
series of “How To” cards to help buyers identify easy 
opportunities to buy in Detroit
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DEGC made connections to or facilitated projects for hundreds of private 
companies of all sizes throughout the city of Detroit in 2013. The companies 
represented key industries and often participated in DEGC’s targeted programs 
for food-related companies, creative firms, retail store owners and others. 
As depicted by the gray areas of the map, Detroit Future City has identified 
employment districts around the city that lend themselves to a concentration of 
commercial or industrial activity now and in the future.
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DEGC made connections to or facilitated projects for hundreds of private 
companies of all sizes throughout the city of Detroit in 2013. The companies 
represented key industries and often participated in DEGC’s targeted programs 
for food-related companies, creative firms, retail store owners and others. 
As depicted by the gray areas of the map, Detroit Future City has identified 
employment districts around the city that lend themselves to a concentration of 
commercial or industrial activity now and in the future.



“In 2006 VernDale was at a 
crossroads. Do we shut down 
our plant that has operated 
in Detroit for 48 years or do 
reinvest in new and creative 
ways and make a go of it? 
DEGC and Teamsters Local 
337 helped us navigate a 
way forward that proved 
successful enough that today 
we are building a second 
manufacturing facility. In 
2013, when we decided 
to start a second Detroit 
manufacturing plant, one of 
our first calls was again to 
DEGC. Neither project would 
have happened without 
the many assets of and 
associated with DEGC.”

Fred W. Kreger, Jr.
VernDale Products Inc.  

General Manager 

Detroit Food and Agriculture 
Network (DFAN) 
The Michigan food and 
agriculture sector is 
expanding five times faster 
than the general economy. 
The Detroit Food and 
Agriculture Network (DFAN) offers a business-to-business 
support network where food and farm entrepreneurs 
can connect, share ideas, and join forces as a business 
community. DFAN provides support services and 
technical assistance to enhance the capacity of Metro 
Detroit’s food and agriculture industry. Along with 
continuing support of companies in the food industry, 
DEGC assisted in several key business 

VernDale Products. DEGC 
facilitated an application for 
a local tax abatement for 
this producer of roller-dried 
milk for premium chocolate 
companies. Expected 
investment: $16 million. 
Expected new jobs: 24. 
Expected retained jobs: 43.

Brew Detroit. DEGC 
facilitated local tax 
abatements for this new 
barrel brew house with 
bottling, canning and 
kegging services in the 
Corktown district. Expected 
investment: $6.6 million. 
Expected new jobs: 25.

Total: Two projects 
representing a total 
expected investment of $22.7 million and the 
creation of up to 49 new jobs and 43 retained jobs.

Green Grocer Project
DEGC’s Green Grocer Project aims to 
strengthen Detroit’s grocery economy 
and improve fresh food access through 
technical assistance to help solve the 
physical and operational challenges 
associated with urban stores. To date, 
the Green Grocer project has worked 
with over 30 Detroit grocers whose 
projects will generate over $34 million in investment in 
the city of Detroit. 

In 2013, the Green Grocer project provided technical 
assistance to eight independent grocers in the areas of 
market intelligence, design and architectural related, 
healthy eating seminars, security audits and energy 
efficiencies totaling over $100,000.  

The Green Grocer project continues to work aggressively 
with Detroit’s independent grocers and has a robust 
pipeline of store renovations, expansions and new 
construction that are expected to be completed in 2014.
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Prince Valley Gigante Supermarcado on Michigan Avenue in 
Southwest Detroit

VernDale Products storage 
tanks.



REVOLVE provided a grant 
and technical assistance to 
Good Cakes and Bakes, a 
new Livernois Ave. sweet 
shop.

“REVOLVE has helped us by 
offering not only financial 
help but great resources. 
REVOLVE has been available 
for technical support 
whenever we needed them. 
The experience of opening 
our first storefront was made 
less stressful because of 
the resources and support 
that REVOLVE provided to 
us. We are very thankful for 
REVOLVE and look forward 
to working with them in the 
future.”

April Anderson
Pastry Chef & Co-Owner of

Good Cakes and Bakes, LLC

REVOLVE Detroit
REVOLVE Detroit supports 
neighborhood retail districts 
by partnering with community 
leaders, building owners, 
entrepreneurs, and artists to 
activate vacant storefronts with 
transformational businesses and art installations. 

REVOLVE secured $350,000 in grants to advance art 
and pop-up retail installations in Detroit neighborhood 
commercial districts, including support from national 
organizations ArtPlace America and the National 
Endowment for the Arts. 

REVOLVE assisted three new permanent businesses to 
West Village in 2013 after a successful pop-up retail 
and arts program in 2012. New businesses include Craft 
Work, Detroit Vegan Soul and Tarot and Tea, with The 
Red Hook coming in 2014. 

REVOLVE also completed 31 projects on two blocks 
of Detroit’s historic Avenue of Fashion over a four-
month period. Together with entrepreneurs, artists, 
property owners and more than 60 volunteers from the 
community, REVOLVE activated ten vacant storefronts 
and three public spaces on Livernois Avenue. The 
program culminated with the unveiling of new art 
installations and businesses at the Detroit Design 
Festival. They included four permanent businesses — 
Art in Motion, Good Cakes and Bakes, Detroit Fiber 
Works, and Love Travels Imports, as well as nine pop-
up businesses, eight art installations and 10 art-based 
events featuring artists from Detroit and around the 
world.

Total: Seven permanent store projects representing 
a total expected investment of $8.6 million and the 
creation of up to 228 new jobs.
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Allen Mansour, owner 
of the new True Value 
Hardware on Livernois 
donated paint to 
support REVOLVE’s 
work on the Avenue 
of Fashion.

Good Cakes and Bakes 
welcomes customers 
with fanciful furnishings 
and a giant mural 
commissioned by 
REVOLVE Detroit.



Logistics and supply 
chain solution company 
James Group International 
received a SmartBuildings 
Detroit grant to upgrade to 
energy-saving LED lighting.

“If Detroit is a cleaner, 
smarter city, then we will be 
able to compete for jobs 
and opportunities that we 
have previously not been 
able to compete for.”

John James
Director of Operations

James Group International

SMARTBUILDINGS DETROIT SPURS INVESTMENT, 
SAVES ENERGY
The SmartBuildings Detroit energy efficiency 
program approved $607,000 in 10 matching 
grants that may leverage a total of $2.3 million 
in energy-saving improvements to Detroit 
buildings. The program will have an impact on 
1.6 million sq. ft. of commercial building space. 
The program is funded by a federal grant in 
partnership with the State of Michigan. 

Comerica Bank. SmartBuildings Detroit helped 
fund lighting upgrades at two of Comerica’s 
buildings and assisted with HVAC upgrades at 
one of them. The improvements are expected 
to generate $65,000 in annual energy savings. 
Investment: $114,000.

One Detroit Center. The program helped fund 
lighting upgrades that are expected to generate 
$57,000 in annual energy savings. Investment: 
$400,000.

James Group International. The program 
helped fund LED lighting replacements 
expected to generate $84,000 in annual energy 
savings. Investment: $355,000.

Eastern Michigan Environmental Action 
Council. SmartBuildings Detroit helped fund 
window repairs and replacements expected 
to generate energy cost savings of 15%. 
Investment: $177,000.
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Harmonie Club Building was one of the five DDA properties to get a Smart 
Buildings Grant for energy improvements.

Downtown Development Authority. The program helped pay 
for high-efficiency lighting, HVAC updates, roofing and window 
upgrades or other improvements to five buildings owned by the 
DDA in the Paradise Valley Cultural and Entertainment District. 
The work is expected to generate $129,000 in annual energy 
cost savings. Investment: $998,000.

Total: Ten projects representing an investment of $2 million.



The DBRA is supporting 
the $7.9 million makeover 
of the former Milner Hotel 
in downtown Detroit as 
the Ashley. The mixed-use 
development will include 
rental apartments, offices 
and retail space.

“Princeton is proud to 
be the developers of The 
Ashley and believe that 
under our stewardship this 
iconic property in the City of 
Detroit will continue to be a 
downtown landmark. Most 
importantly, we are proud to 
partner with the DEGC and 
other civic organizations who 
have worked long and hard 
in making Paradise Valley  
a successful place to live  
and work.”

Ashley Oleshansky
Director of Special Projects
Princeton Enterprises, LLC

Meridian Health Plan. As described in Development 
News, a mixed use redevelopment on the Monroe Block 
adjacent to Campus Martius Park in Downtown that 
will include a new 16-story, 320,000 square foot office 
building, with first floor retail and an adjacent 1,000-car 
parking garage. The main tenant will be Meridian Health 
Plan. Expected investment: $111 million. Expected new 
jobs: 1,200.

Orleans Landing. A mixed-use development with 
291 apartment units on property along the Dequindre 
Greenway at Atwater St. in Phase One. Phase two 
envisions an additional 200 units on property nearby. 
The development includes plans for 8,000 sq. ft. of retail 
and restaurant space. Expected investment: $55 million. 
Expected new jobs: 830.

The Ashley. A mixed use rehabilitation development of 
the former Milner Hotel in Downtown. The project will 
include 60 rental units along with commercial and retail 
space. Expected investment: $7.9 million. Expected new 
jobs: 80.

El Moore Greens. A mixed use renovation of a Midtown 
apartment building. Expected investment: $6.3 million. 
Expected new jobs: 28. 

Total: Four projects representing a total expected 
investment of $180 million and the creation of 2,098 
new jobs.

BROWNFIELD PLANS POWER $180 MILLION IN 
PLANNED INVESTMENTS
Detroit is a leader in using brownfield tax incentives to spur redevelopment of blighted or underused properties. 
Tax increment financing can be used to clean up sites to prepare them for redevelopment, including removal or 
containment of hazardous materials. 

In calendar year 2013, DEGC facilitated $52.2 million in brownfield incentives to spur a potential $180 million in new 
investment in Detroit. The four approved projects include 374 potential new housing units and 773 continuing jobs. 
These projects are also expected to generate 1,365 temporary construction-related jobs.
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The Ashley is a renovation of the former Milner Hotel.



Retiring City Council 
Member, Ken Cockrel, 
Jr. was named the first 
executive director of 
the Detroit Future City 
Implementation Office, to 
join the leadership team 
early in 2014.

“Detroit is at a pivotal 
moment in its history and the 
Detroit Future City Strategic 
Framework presents us with 
an exciting opportunity to 
rethink, reshape and rebuild 
our city.  I am honored 
to be able to continue 
serving the residents and 
neighborhoods of Detroit as 
we work with our partners 
to improve the quality of life 
in Detroit by carrying-out 
the recommendations of the 
Strategic Framework.”

Ken Cockrel, Jr.
Executive Director
Detroit Future City  

Implementation Office

PROJECT MANAGEMENT
Because of its tremendous project management experience, 
DEGC continued to oversee significant infrastructure 
improvements throughout the city in 2013, and continued 
its fiduciary responsibilities for Detroit Future City.

Central Business District Alley Lighting. DEGC 
installed new light fixtures, completed energy efficient 
retrofits and made other repairs to Downtown electrical 
circuits to enhance safety, appearance and reliability. 
New investment: $1.3 million.

Civic Center Planning. The DDA completed the first 
phase of planning the transformation of this public 
space. Primary goals are to better connect Hart Plaza 
to other parts of Downtown and enhance the area with 
better entertainment venues, a greener design and more 
activities. New investment: $500,000.

Dequindre North Greenway (Project LINK Detroit). 
The EDC completed construction drawings to extend the 
Dequindre Cut bike and pedestrian greenway from Gratiot 
Ave. north to Mack Avenue, with an access ramp serving 
Eastern Market. The work is part of LINK Detroit, a City 
of Detroit-led initiative which will connect the Greenway 
to other bike routes throughout the city. Funding was 
secured using grants from foundations, state and local 
governments, and a federal TIGER grant, and construction 
was started. New investment: $3.8 million.

I-375 Planning. The DDA hired a planning consultant 
to engage stakeholders along the I-375 corridor and 
develop possible alternative configurations as I-375 
is reconstructed. This opportunity comes at a time of 
substantial new and anticipated development in the 
central business and waterfront districts, and coincides 
with the anticipated need for substantial repairs on the 
bridges over I-375 and other maintenance work in the 
near future. New investment: $375,000.

Jefferson Village. The NDC took control of 11 
unfinished houses in this residential neighborhood and 
is completing them for sale. The NDC is also assembling 
vacant lots to package for sale to a developer, and is 
making other subdivision improvements.  
New investment: $700,000.

Livernois Ave. Streetscape Planning. DEGC completed 
construction drawings and secured project funding 
primarily from the Michigan Department of Transportation 
to make improvements to the median from M-10 north to 
Eight Mile Rd. New investment: $200,000.

Madison Ave. Streetscape Construction. The DDA 
completed construction drawings to improve the 
streetscape in this Downtown entertainment district.  
Final funding and construction is expected to be 
completed in 2014. New investment: $2 million.

Proposed Eastern Market access to the Dequindre Greenway

LINK Detroit construction announcement
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DETROIT FUTURE CITY
Detroit Future City (DFC) is the strategic framework for revitalizing the city that was published in 2013. DEGC has 
aligned its strategies and activities to support the framework, particularly the employment districts and economic 
clusters described in DFC. Our 2013 business development results reflect that alignment. DEGC is supporting DFC or 
working with its implementation office in a number of ways — among them:

Detroit Business Support Network. DEGC supported this collaboration of agencies involved with startups and small 
businesses to create Detroit BizGrid (www.detroitbizgrid.com), an aid to finding business assistance.

Green Parking Lot. DEGC is working on this project to reduce storm water runoff to the city’s combined sewer system 
that contributes to ecologically damaging discharges into the Detroit River. In the process the project aims to lower 
barriers to business investments that depend on water and sewer permits.  

Springwells Deconstruction. DEGC is working on this project to study the benefits of salvaging some materials from 
buildings before they are demolished. The test area includes 10 single-family homes and is expected to generate 
substantial information about the process, including its economic viability. 

GLRI Green Infrastructure. DEGC is working on this project intended to study landscaping and related methods to 
reduce combined sewer overflows and discharges into the Detroit River. A second objective of the project is to beautify 
areas and capture rainwater for urban agriculture.

Major Donors –  
FY 2013
Program Sponsors
Providers of financial 
support for specific DEGC 
programs
Ally
Community Foundation for 
Southeast Michigan
Fifth Third Bank
Hudson-Webber Foundation
Invest Detroit
The Kellogg Foundation
The Kresge Foundation
Local Initiatives Support 
Corporation (LISC)
Michigan Economic Development 
Corporation
New Economy Initiative
Non Profit Finance Fund
University Cultural Center

Partners
Contributors of $10,000 or 
more to support general 
operations
JP Morgan Chase 
Comerica Bank 
DTE Energy Foundation
Ford Motor Company Fund
General Motors Corporation
Greektown Casino
ITC Holdings
MGM Grand
PNC Foundation
Quicken Loans 
Strategic Staffing Solutions, LC
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DEGC Directors
Chair, Roderick Gillum,  
Jackson Lewis LLP
Marvin Beatty,  
Greektown Casino LLC
Hon. Mike Duggan,  
Mayor of Detroit*
John Blanchard, General Motors
David Blaskiewicz, Invest Detroit
William Brooks,  
R & B Development, LLC
Tim Bryan, GalaxE. Solutions
David Carroll,  
Quicken Loans/Rock Financial
Michael Curis, Curis Enterprises
Leon Darga,  
Deloitte Consulting, LLP
Sonya Delley, Flagstar Bank
Eva Garza Dewaelsche,  
Ser Metro Detroit
K. Scott Doyle,  
The Huntington National Bank
Juliette Okotie Eboh,  
MGM Grand Detroit Casino 
Alton Gunn,  
Detroit Medical Center

Lydia Gutierrez,  
Hacienda Mexican Foods
Willie Hampton
Tanya Heidelberg
Kenneth Harris, Michigan Black 
Chamber of Commerce
George Hill,  
Diversified Chemicals
George W. Jackson, Detroit  
Economic Growth Corporation*
Hon. Brenda Jones,  
City Council, City of Detroit*
Marshall Kleven,  
Bank of America Merrill Lynch
Thomas Lewand, Jr.,  
The Detroit Lions
Tom Lewand, Sr., City of Detroit*
David Baker Lewis,  
Lewis & Munday
Daniel Loepp, Blue Cross  
Blue Shield of Michigan
Conrad Mallett, Detroit Medical 
Center – Sinai Grace Hospital
Joseph Melnick, Honigman, Miller, 
Schwartz & Cohn

Reuben Munday,  
Lewis & Munday
Josh Opperer, Esq., Honigman,  
Miller, Schwartz & Cohn
Cindy Pasky,  
Strategic Staffing Solutions
Lonnie Peek, E-Business  
Strategies & Companies
James Perna, Health One  
Community Credit Union
Hon. Gary Peters,  
U.S. House of Representatives
Dr. Irvin D. Reid,  
Wayne State University
Kathryn Reid, Comerica
Douglas Rothwell,  
Business Leaders for Michigan
Rex E. Schlaybaugh, Jr.,  
Dykema Gossett PLLC
Ron Scott, 3 Wheel Run, Inc.
David Segura, Vision IT
Dan Stamper,  
Central Transport International
Denise Starr,  
Compuware Corporation

Larry Steward,  
DTE Energy Corporation
Tony Stovall, Hot Sam’s
Terence Thomas, Sr.,  
Thomas Group Consulting
Michael Tyson, NEW  
(Nonprofit Enterprise at Work)
James Vella,  
Ford Motor Co. Fund
Walter C. Watkins, Jr.,  
WCW Enterprises LLC
Steven White,  
Detroit Renewable Energy
Geneva J. Williams, New Season 
Consultants & Collaborators, LLC
Jacci Woods,  
Motor City Casino Hotel
Donna Zalewski,  
ITC Holdings Corp. 
Mary Zuckerman,  
St. John Health System

* ex officio director



Detroit Economic Growth Corporation

500 Griswold St.
Guardian Building, Suite 2200
Detroit, MI 48226-3480

Phone: (313) 963-2940
Fax: (313) 963-8839

Email: contact@degc.org 

www.degc.org

Facebook/Twitter/YouTube: 
@degcallbusiness

Detroit Economic Growth Corporation wants to acknowledge the following 
organizations and people who provided photos and research for this report:

Cobo Center
Detroit Future City
EKS Services
The James Group
Lori E. Allan
LoveInTheD.com
Manda Moran
Marvin Shaouni
MCCI

Meijer
New Center Stamping
Princeton Enterprises LLC
The Roxbury Group
Ryan Southen Photography
Schostak Bros. & Co.
Trans Inn Management
VernDale Foods

DEGC welcomes you to Detroit.




